
From submission to publication

STEP 1
A COMPLETED BOOK MANUSCRIPT
You’ve completed that manuscript you’ve been 
working on. Congratulations! A major milestone. 
But it’s just the beginning of a new process – 
towards publication. That’s where Third Age Books 
comes in. We’ve been publishing high-quality 
books in many areas for twenty years – and are 
specialists in bringing large, complex projects 
to a successful conclusion – for both private 
and corporate clients. Some of our authors were 
working on their manuscripts for twenty,
even thirty years before they approached us.

STEP 2
THE REPORT
We complete a report on every manuscript we 
receive, on payment of the fee.
This report is written by the publisher, who has 
twenty-five years’ experience in book publishing. 
We read the manuscript in full, and any supporting 
material provided (such as a biographical note 
and details of previous publications). The report 
generally runs to two or three pages, and covers 
three areas: the content and structure of the 
work, the literary quality and writing style, and the 
potential market for the work.
It does not contain a detailed commentary on the 
content, or a line-by-line edit. We don’t read any 
manuscripts that don’t go through this process,
or offer advice on publication via other routes.
The fee is €750 (plus VAT where appropriate).

STEP 3
THE FIRST HURDLE
If we don’t believe that publication is a viable 
option for your work, for whatever reason, this is 
the end of the process. We wish you well with any 
other route you may choose to go down, and hope 
that the report will prove useful.
If we’re interested in moving forward, we arrange a 
call or meeting to discuss possible next steps



If you have any questions on this 
process, please feel free to get in touch.
We reply to all messages received, 
generally the following working day.
Phone: +353 (0)86 853 8793 
Email: info@thirdagebooks.ie

STEP 4 
FURTHER DISCUSSIONS
We see potential in the work, for whatever 
reason, and discuss next steps with you. 
These discussions are more likely to cover the 
commercial potential of the project than the literary 
quality of the work. We may discuss potential 
sponsorship, subvention of the project, and the 
purchase of finished copies. We don’t receive state 
funding, and operate on commercial lines. Except 
for household-name authors, book sales rarely 
cover more than a portion of the costs associated 
with publication. Following these discussions, we 
set out terms which we hope will be acceptable to 
both you and us.

STEP 5 
PUBLICATION
If we are able to agree terms, we proceed with 
a contract for publication. This generally entails 
some or all of the following:
(a) Structural editing of the manuscript (if required) 
	 and copy editing
(b) Book jacket design. We work with a panel of 
	 professional book designers and illustrators. 
	 If you have created your own design, we are 
	 happy to consider using it as a guide. We aim 
	 to produce a final design which will be 
	 agreeable to both parties.
(c) Page design and layout. Using out-of-house 
	 expertise, we will create an attractive internal 
	 design for the book, and produce page proofs.
(d)	We will proofread the finished pages, and make 
	 corrections as required. You may wish to do 
	 the same, as a final check.
(e) The proof pages will be printed, and produced 
	 as an e-book and/or audio-book.
(f)	 A webpage for the book will be created at 
	 thirdagebooks.ie.
(g)	A launch event or events may be organised.

(h)	Promotional opportunities for the book, and the 
	 author, will be sought, in the lead-up to and 
	 following the publication date.
(i)	 Finished copies of the book will be made 
	 available for distribution. In Ireland, we 
	 distribute through wholesalers, and direct; 
	 we distribute through Casemate UK in the 
	 UK,and through Casemate IPM in Canada and 
	 the United States. We work with a network of 
	 international literary agents to seek publication 
	 of works in languages other than English. 
	 We recently partnered with London-based 
	 Pendragon Works to turn some manuscripts 
	 into material for TV and film.
(j)	 Following the initial period after publication, 
	 we keep copies of the book in stock and seek 
	 opportunities for books and authors at literary 
	 festivals and other events.
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